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GORHAM NORMAL SCHOOL, GORHAM, MAINE, FEBRUARY

WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION
Gorham Normal School will pay its trib~1te to George Washington in some fitting
manner at a date not yet set.
The movement to do this was initiated by
Miss Esther Wood, of the history department, in a fine speech given in chapel on
January thirteenth.
The committee in charge of arrangem ents
are the Misses Esther Wood, Jeanette S.
Johnson, Miriam Andrews, and Helen
Wihry, of the faculty; and Miss Marjorie
Moody, '32; Mrs. Mary Stevens,'32; Mr. Raymond Corey, '33; Miss Lelia Libby, '33; Mr.
Kenneth Twitchell, '34; from the studentbody.

12, 1932
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RUSSELL HALL DEDICATED
WITH IMPRESSIVE EXERCISES

GORHAM HANDS GOULD ACADEMY
FIRST DEFEAT OF SEASON.
GREEN AND WHITE WINS AT BETHEL FIRST
TIME IN 8 YEARS

Flashing an irresistable, fast-breaking offence coupled with an invulnerable defense
the G. N. S. basketeers overcame Gould
Academy's early lead to break the Oxford
County Quintet's previously undefeated record. The final score was Gorham 36, Gould
26.
The Bethel team went into the lead at
the whistle, dropping in a fcul on the first
play and at t he quarter Gould was leading
by six points. Gorham came back fast in
the second quarter to place themselves one
point ahead at the half, 16-15. The third
quarter saw th e teams match basket for
basket each ringing up 10 points. However,
in a last period rush, Gorham swept ahead
of Gould, their passing attack functioning
smoothly and swiftl y.
The summary:
GORHAM

1

West
L. F.
Smith
R.F.
Snow
R.F.
Kimball
C.
Goodwin
C.
Jensen
L.G·
Mc Sorley L.G.
Anderson R. G.
Frame
R. G.
Totals

G.
7

0
6
0
3
0
0
0
0
16

F.
1
0
0
0
1
2
0
0

0
4

P.
15
0
12
0
7

2
0
0
0
36

GOULD
Browne
R. F .
Whitman R,F.
Stanley
R,F.
Bartlett
C.
Quimby
R.G.
Hamlin
L.G.
Totals

G.
1
0
5
1
3
0
10

F.
1
0
2
3
0
0
6

P.
3
0
12
5
6

0
26

HONORABLE PAYSON SMITH
SPEAKS
A mw era in the history of the Gorham
Normal School was u shered in by imvressive exercises on the hill top, Friday, December 11, as the brnutiful new building containing an auditorium and gymnasium was
dedicated Russell Hall in honor of Principal
Walter E. Ruse ell who has served the school
so well for over 30 years. No more eloquent
testimonial and no more splendid eulogy
could be erectEd than this magnificent struc
ture, symbolic of Dr. Russell'& contribution
to education.
Dr. Payson E"mith, Massachusetts Commissioner of Education, the principal speaker of the day, pa id an impiring and fitting
, tribute to Dr. Russell stre.,,sing his influ_
ence and importance in the fields of education, which h ave reached far beyond the
confines of the Pine Tree State. Dr. Smith
spoke of his own debt to Maine's noted educator. He said; "No one has h elped me so
much, influenced me so greatly, or inspired
me so finely as Dr. Russell."
Prophesying the rapid growth of the need
of trained teachers, in all branches. to aid
in the sustained drive against the ever present menace of lawlessness, Dr. Smith
praised the modern rural school system of
Maine which, he emphasized, gave evidence
of a most encouraging future.
In conclusion, he said that we, as teachers
should face the coming destiny of world
problems with assurance that "the collapse

of world civilization will not come until the
soul of man falls. ----- I believe, as we must
all so profoundly believe, that the United
States, and the world, will move forward to
that happy day imagined by the prophets."
The presiding officer and chairman of the
exercises was Carlton P. Merrill, chairman
of the Board of State Normal School Trustees.
Hon. Frederick Robie of Gorham, a memb er of the Governor's Executive Council,
extended in Gov. Gardiner's behalf the
greetings of the state. He closed with
these words: "May Russell Hall perpetuate
the ideals of the man who has labored here
thirty-seven years in the interest of education. May the Walter E. Russell auditorium and gymnasium serve well the state!"
Bertram E. Packard, Maine Commissioner of Education, complimented those who
chose "Russell Hall" as the name for the
new building. He praised Dr. Russell, both
as principal and teacher, and concluded
with the following message to the school,
"Now the building is yours. Utilize it well
for the purpose for which it is planned."
The entire auditorium, crowded to capacity rose to honor Principal Walter E.
Russell, when he stepped forward to speak.
It was a fine exhibition of admiration love,
:a.nd esteem given to an instructor in recognition of his greatness in a chosen field.
An outline of Gorham Normal School's
development, a tribute to the late Frederick
continued on page four.
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DINING ROOM ETIQUETTE

STAFF FOR 1931 - 32
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MARY D. S T EVENS

FIRST ASS1STANT

MAR Y QU INN

SECOND ASSISTAN T

LU C IA A . HINCKLEY

BUSINESS MANAGER

DONALD S . DOW
THOMA» E. ABBOTT

ASSISTANT

C HESTER

ASSISTANT

I. PRATT

ASSOC I ATE ED ITORS
DOR I S P . MARR

NEWS DEPT .

E. A LTHEA DAY

FUN AND FEATURES
LITERARY DEPT

GE O RGE W . WAKEFIELD

ATHELETICS

CH A RLES CRAG I N

R AY N EMERY

ALUMNI AND EXCHANGE

REPORTERS
NEWS
MARY G REELY

JOSEPHINE SAWYER
ELIZ A BETH GILES

M1LDRED R . J OHNSON

FUN AND FEATURES
A LB E RTA ST R OUT

ED Y THE M . LIBBY

LITERARY DEPT.
HELEN R . STARLING

LEON A B . ROSS

RU T H BEAL

ANNA E . H A MLIN

ATHELETICS
ED I TH M . SAWY E" R

SOPHIE TARR

WILLIAM L . RANSOM

ALUMNI AND EXCHANG E S
MARGARETE . MACDONALD

MARY M . M C GURN

GOOD MANNERS
Certain it is, that the best passport to society a young man or
woman can have, next to a clean
character, is the possession of fine
manners. .Some of our students
will not travel far in society if the
conduct at the concerts in Corthell
Hall is any indication of their manners. It reflects upon the school as
well as the person, to say nothing
of the discourtesy shown the artists.
You may not enjoy the performance
but there are those who do. The
least you can do is to refrain from
conversation a nd laughing, so those
who wish may enjoy the program.
Remember, this does not apply to
all, but "if the hat fits, put it on!"
Madelyn White

COURTESY
Everyone takes it for granted that
when people are old enough to go
away to college or normal school,
they at least know the fundamentals
of courtesy. However, a brief review
occasionally is considered only good
psychology andisusuallymuchneeded, as recent unpleasantries have
shown.
Therefore, may we suggest, that
it might be to our owu advantage
to renew our acquaintances with
Emily Post or other authorities on
the subject of etiquette?
Edythe M. Libby

This is said to be the transitional
year in regard to courses at G.N. S.
A good suggestion for a new course
would be one on etiquette. A visitor
in the dining room of our East Hall
might notice, seated at a table, three
young men and two young ladies
who continue to eat and make no
motion to rise at the tardy arrival
of a teacher. Is this right conduct
for prospective teachers? It has
also been observed that a certain
young man at a table would repeatedly serve himself first, and all
the time complain about the fo cd
given him. Nothing is more repelling or tiresome thaa this practice. If
one examines the tablecloth after a
group of men have finished dining
he would certainly wonder, to quote
Mr. Woodward, "what cornerofthe
woods they came from" . These as
well as many other habits that are
so undesirable should be corrected.
The charm of fine manners should
be realized in this school.
Marjorie Moody

fla sh, so tiny as to be almost imperceptible,
a ttracts his keen eyes. With an exclamation of horror, he madly rushes out onto
the wide thoroughfare shouting, "Fire!"
as he goes.
Magically, a mob has gathered, out of nowhere and engines wildly tear up Broadway
toward the m ounting flames. Sirens
scream, policemen curse, and firemen s ave
their breath to climb within the smoke infe sted walls. Heads and hands appear from
e very window, high above the greedy fla m es, /
while ladder s are quickly flung against the
scorching brick and quickly scaled to
snatch some t errified soul from the ravenous fire.
As floor after floor is fr eed of its occupants, all eyes r each upward and discover,
bene ath the eaves, another room n ot yet
touch ed b y fl am es. Upon the broad ledge
below it, a man is walking; pacing back and
forth. A burst of fla me suddenly glares
within the room and tong ues curl at the
window's corner s. The m an leans a ga inst
the wall, his arms ab ove his h ead a s though
beseeching for som e miracle to inter vene.
Walls are tottering; spark s ar e flying; m en
are shouting.
uJump!"

"H an g from the le dge and drop! "
"Climb onto the r oof! "
"Do som ething, quick.! "
THE SEA
But the man, appar ently deafen ed, goes
back to t he wind ow, as th ough t o r e-enter.
The crys tal sea stretched out before my
He stands still with shoulders drooping. His
eyes,
head hangs. H e totters! A gasp from the
Just lit by sunset's la st faint-glowing light,
crowd, but he clings and st eadies himself.
Reflected in its mirror the pale skies
With a mighty roar , a section of the roof
Fast turning to the ca nopy of night;
cra
shes earthwar d, sounding and resoundTh e fickl e, ever-changing, green blue sea
ing as it carries its spoils down into the
Whose waves beat on the shore in endless
fiery chas m.
rhyme.
As it fling s the man against the wa ll, he
It seemed in tune with the very h eart of me;
takes
a last look in the window and clingH ow futile, u seless, seemed the account of
ing to th e shelf, h e st eadily lowers himself
time
' from th e ledge, his t oes har dly t ouching the
We mortals keep, the rising, falling tide
top of t h e window b elow. H and over h a nd
So far outdoes us. And the caverns of the
from ledge to window, window to ledge, h e
deep,
climbs unfalterin gly down the massive, reWith their dark, gaping jaws open wide,
maining wnll. Reaching th e sidewalk, he
Told of s ecr et s d ead a nd gone that sleep
turns apparently t o walk off. A racking
Under that va st expanse of green-blue sea,
cough halts him, and pausing, with one
Symbol of di scontent and ecstacy.
hand to his throat, h e stagger s , then drops
Arlene Kelly
to one knee.
Two burly policem en sieze him firmly and support him b etween them.
Curious hangers-on rush over to see and
FIRE!
hear one who, now at close range, is small,
Midnight. All is still and sleeping. Only
slight, and dark, with a mass of boyish wavy
an occasional cab hurtles by, or a hastenhair, and sullen eyes. H e slowly shakes
ing pedestrian emerges from th e shadows.
his h ead and weakly murmurs, "what's the
The air is cold and crisp and the stars are
use, sirs, of h elping the body, when the
brilliant in the heavens. The-crowd of the
soul has p erished within four walls? What <
theater, n earest us, has long since gone
is th e use of seeing, when all you've ever ~
and the entrance is dark and gloomy. Over
seen has melted away, with only ashes of a
its head, the windows of the apartments
futile a ge of work, in canvas, somewhere
are silent and curtained.
smouldering in the waiting embers? What
A man approaches; evidently the watchis the us of living when you've lived your
' man, for h e peers within the theater's doors
life with paint; hours, days, and years of
and rattles the massive knobs. Mechanicalconcentration, immortalization -- dreams,
ly he turns, as though to leave, but a passing
Continued on page four.
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ALUMNI AND EXCHANGE
George Lowd is teaching in the Junior
High School at North Berwick. George
was a tower of strength to the business department of the Oracle last year.
Marian Hawkes teaches in Rangeley.
Annie Parker who recently visited us is
t eaching a rural school in Hollis.
St'c!lla Morse, high point winner in girls
athletics last year, teaches in Buxton.

!'

John Bell is sub. teaching in the Walker
Manua.l Training School in Portland.

GORHAM LOSES THRILLER AT
CHEVERUS 25-22
"FIGHTING IRISH" WIN IN FINAL MINUTES
OF PLAY

Coming from behind in a sensational rally
in the fourth period, Gorham Normal's battling bask9teers gained a thre;i point lead
only to see the in-town Purple turn the tables through its excellent team play, in
the waning seconds of the fray, to win,
score 25-22.
I twas a tough game to loose for the Green
and White who fought desperately after a
shaky start to outplay the Cheverus quintet
until that fatal spurt in the last quarter
which proved the difference betwefn defeat
and victory.
GORHAM
West
Gattison
Smith
Snow
Kimball
Goodwin
Anderson
Jensen

rf
rf
lf
If
C
C

rg
lg

G F-CHEVERUS
Conroy
lg
4 1
,g
H ow~rd
Gorham
C
Joyce
C
If
Wilson
Mi11-fiy
rf
5
lf
Howard
1
rf
O'Maily

G F

3

5
2

2

1

ADVAN CED SENIOR$ WIN IN
MAJOR TEAM BASKETBALL RACE

Helen Reed now teaches the Civic Grove
School in Falmouth.

The Advanced Senior quintet won the inter-class mpjor team basketball championship by virtue of a two game lead over the
second place Juniors.
Led by captain John And erson, his veteran combination garnered five consecutive
victories before being toppled by the speedy
first year aggregation in the closing fray of
the league's schedule.

Cora Poole has a position in the sixth
grade of the Bridge Stree t School in Westbrook.

t

I

JUNIOR VARSITY DEFEATS
NORTH YARMOUTH ACADEMY

Advanced Seniors
Juniors
Mid-Seniors

Won Lost
5
1
3
3
1
5

Results of games:
Juniors
31
Advanced S niors 26
Advanced Seniors 20
Mid Seniors
36
Advanced Seniors 40
Advanced S eniors 29
Juniors
36
Advanced Seniors 39
Juniors
30

I

P. C.
.833
.500
.166

Mid-Seniors
Mid Seniors
Juniors
Juniors
Mid Seniors
Juniors
Mid Seniors
Mid Seniors
Adv. Seniors

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

rural school in

Mary Griffin is teaching in grades two
and three at the Saint Louis Home in Dunstan.

19
20
19
32
16

28
33
33
17

Washington State Normal School
ATHLETICS

Varsity sports open to the young men of
the school are tennis, football, basketball,
baseball, and track.
All girls are required to participate in at
least one sport. They may be in any of the
following: tennis, volley ball, hiking, field
hockey, baseball, and basketball, which are
in charge of the seniors.
FORMAL DANCES

Five forma dances are held during the
school year-- Hallowe'en, Thanksgiving,
New Year's, the May, and Graduation Ball.s
Every student has the privilege of inviting
one outside guest. The sororities and frat ernities have charge of these events.

SENIOR VARSITY

January

1
8
15
22
29

Salem Normal School
*Cheverus High School
*Gould Academy
*Farmington Norm al School
Fryeburg Academy
February

5 Cheverus High School
12 Farmington Normal School
19 Gould Academy
22 Bridgewater Normal School
26 *Fryeburg Academy
JUNIOR VARSITY

22-20
Flashing a fine passing attack the G. N. S.
Junior Varsity came thru in a close thriller
with the hard fighting North Yarmouth
Academy five at North Yarmouth. Score
22-20. In spite ofit being the Gorham team's
opener of the season the visitors dominated
the play until the last few minutes when
the home players made a threatening rally
to tie the score, only to have Johnson toss
in the winning goal for the Black as the final whistle blew.

c1

MAJOR TEAM STANDING

JUNIORS WIN BASKETBALL CUP
The Junior basketeers won possession of
the 1931-32 Basketball Cup emblemetic of
the G. N. S . inter-class Title for the current
season, by nosing out the Advanced-Seniors
after a close race for points in the Major
and Minor team competition.
The Junior players wearing the Black of
the first year outfit were: Jensen, Gallison,
Snow, Frame, Wight, Walker, Day, Pratt,
Bunker, Goodwin, Gannon, Boothby, Fitzpatrick, West and Twitchell.

Evelyn Donnell t eaches
Bath.

January

5
12
19
30

*North Yarmouth Academy
*Gorham High School
Westbrook High Reserves
Gorham High School
February

3 North Yarmouth Academy
9 *Standish High School

16 Standish High School
24 *Westbro0k High Reserves

* Games away

OTHER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The young Women's Christian Association holds an annual fair. An added feature
this year will be a minstrel show given on
the same evening.
Once a month, on Sunday at 6: 30 P. M., a
meeting of the whole school is held in the
reception room of the dormitory. A special
speaker is always obtained and the program
closes with a song service.
ASSEMBLIES

Once a month, an assembly is put on by
the student body. Occasionly a special service is held in the interim.

THREE MID-SENIORS WIN CLASS
NUMERALS
Class Numerals 1933 were won by Harvey
Johnson, Jack Smith and Andy Mc Sorley
of the Mid-Senior class who gained their
coveted 10th point by their participation in
the Inter-class basketball competition.
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CHATTERINGS

Continued from page I

The girls were dropping hints as to the
kind of dinner they'd like to have on Superintendents' Day. But the Matron was astute, "What's the difference," she asked the
solemn girl at the end of the table, "between
a chicken dinner and a mess of stewed
prunes?"
"I don't know," she answered,suspicious of
some entangling conundrum.
"Does anybody know, " pursued the matron
looking around the table.
They all professed ignorance. "In tbat
case," she said , "I may as well serve prunes
at Superintendents' Day and save money---

Robie, who was responsible for the appropriation for the founding of the school, appreciation of the generosity of the state and
the town of Gorham a.nd of the late William
J. Corthell , first principal of the school,
were expressed in eloquent terms by Dr.
Russell.
In conclusion h') said: "When I was told
that this building was to be named Russell
Hall I wa s pleased - --- I couldn't be otherwise. - -- - And so I express my heartfelt

Miss Wood (in History class):
"What is a state institution?"
M. F . Hyde: "Gor ham Normal School"
Miss Wo od: "No-er"
M. F. Hyd e (much enlightened): "Well then,
an insane asylum."
Now that there's no "ambiguity in the
times," it se m s too bad 1.he clocks can't
show some coopeFation.
0

H ere's to our Track Team!! May cur basket hall frlle,we Er.cw their same splendid
spirit of g ood fellowship and cooperation.
A Scotchman invited t o a gold,m wedding was told that e3ch guest wa s expected
to bring a golden present.
He took a goldfish!
Selected
"Do you sing soprano?"
"Sure, how does the first verse sta rt?"
Why is it that c ur first-rat e okiers a lways
wait until they rea ch the bottom of t he h ill
before they fall do wn? Eh, Chet?
After all the J unior Class isn't too ba d .
It's a pity that so many of its mem b ers lrnve
such pronounced inferiority complexes.
Anne is so dun, b, she thinks the
"Century" is a magazine that ccrnes out
every hundred years.
Dr. RueEell in P. T . class: Now Oklahoma
City wasn't the capitol of Oklahoma a bout
a hundred years ago when I went to school.
Teacher: "Do you know why I flunked
ycu?"
StudEnt: "I haven't an idea."
Teacher: "Correct "
We h€ar that the Juniors an, going to
make a project in English on George Washington.
Well, here is the advice of a
Senior. If it's quotations you desire, Mary
Frances Hyde is a goG: d source.
Miss Johnson: "Is this theme original?"
Rookie: "Well - er• you might find one or
two words in the dictionary."

WISTFULNESS

thanks and appreciation - - -- this building
so beautiful in appearance - - -- I am proud
to bear its name. Who wouldn't be?"
The school- orchestra, directed by Miss
Andrews, head of the G. N. S. Music Department, p layed "Coronation March" by
Eilenburg and "Our National Honor" by
Brooks. Th e combi ned young men's and
young wo m en's Gl ee Club selecti ons were
"Halleluj?h Chorus" from "The Messiah"
by Handel, and "Russell Hall" by Mrs. E .
H. Andrews of Brunswick, composed especially for the dedic ation exercises.
Th e in vocation was asked by Rev. W .
Stanley Carne and the benediction given
by Rev. William H. Stuart.
The honor guests of the day sitting on
the platform with Dr. Russell were: Dr. Payso n Smith, ·MassRch ussetts Commi,sioner
of Educatior; Bertram E. Packard, Maine
Co m missioner of Education; Clarence A.
Small, Machias; Carleton P. Merrill, Skowhegan; Fred erick Robie, Gorham; Mrs.
Richard Elliott, Thomaston; E. C. Roderick,
Augus ta; Mrs. Lena M. Day, Gor ham;
Arthur H. Clark, Portl and; and Raymond
D. Mayo, Portland.
Frank Worce ster, of.Hanover, was head
usher, and his aides were Ormand Lowe of
Gorh am ; Martha Che sely, of E ast $urn~er;
Louise Sprou l, of Searsmont; Marjorie
H a rriman, of Littleton, N. H.; Thomas
Abbott, of North Berwick; H e Jen felwccd,
of E3 st port; and Philip Bunk~r, of Brewer.
Among the guests were Miss Pauline
Colesworthy, Ruccessful athletic coach at
Yarmouth, an<l Mrs. Frank F. Roberts, of
Riverton, former Gorham Normal School
instructors.
The comedy "Kidnapping Betty" was
presented by the Dramatic Club in th e au
ditorium in the evening. This enterfa ining
one act play "went over in a big way," and
its seven player cast deserves much commendation for their fine season,!d acting
despite a lim ited practice period. Dorothea
MacDiamaid was exceptionaI:y clever in
in her interpretation of "B'c)tty Meadows,"
while Milton Dustin as "Bud Simpson" also took his part to perfection. In fact, the
entire cast left nothing to be desired in its
appearance before the foot-ligts.
Credit belongs to Miss Jeanette Johnson of
the faculty, who was the efficient coach of
the play.

"ivlankind when they are left to themselves
are unfit for their own government."
Washington

The wistful ones are the ones I love;
People in whose eyes I see
Romance and Poetry,
Who Atill b elieve the story old
Of the rainbow t rail, and the pot of gold.
I love people, who in grief,
Have caught a glimpse of infinite peace;
And dreamers who, in attics high,
Build hungry ladders to reach the sky.
I love p eople whose castles in Spain,
Are built for others not counting the pain;
And Scarlet friends who only hope
In Will-o-the-Wisp, beyond the moat.

I

The wistful ones are the ones I love,
Artists and lovers of life,
Builders of beauty, collegues of pain,
Soldiers of Fortune, brave in the strife.
Tho the ways are hard and the ways are
long,
And life is not what it seems;
I ask of you as a friend to man,
What is the world without dreams?

Continued from page 2
th at one small streak of flame can fiendishly destroy? Life is like that. Excuse
me, gentlemen, I'd like to know just what
comes next!"
With a fling and a few quick strides, he
disappears within the burning structure,
m1gnificPntly.

CAMPUS COMMENTS
Dr. Walter E. Russell addre ased the Junior
High School on Jan'.lary 17th. His subject
was Vocational Training.
Among those who heard Sophie Breslau,
noted contralto, sing in City Hall, Portland,
January 11th, were Miss Miriam Andrews,
Miss Evelyn Littlefield, Miss Sarah Reed,
Miss Norma 1hurston, Miss Phyllis Lord
Miss Velma Holbrook,Miss Gretchen Waltz
Mr. Victor Walker, Mr. William Ransom
and Mr. George Wakefield.
Miss Jeanette Johnson, of the English
d epartment addressed the teachers of the
Kezar Falls school district on January the
sixteenth. Her subject was Teaching English in the Primar y Grades.
The old tennis courts have been flooded
to form a skating rink.
The second of the series of concerts which
are provided for from a fund taken from
the blanket fee, was held February 4 th.
The Nottingham singers, a male quartet
from Boston, furnished a program of
popular, classical, and operatic songs.
A joint meeting of the Y. W. C. A. and
Y. M. C. A. was held in Russell Hall auditorium on Thursday evening, Jan. 7. Rev.
W. Stanley Carne was the speaker.
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